Things Fall Apart Pre Reading Assignment
You will be researching some basic information about the book, the author, and the Nigeria Achebe describes. Use the links and questions below to guide your search. After you have visited and explored each website, answer the coordinating questions using complete sentences. Please type the relevant question above each response. The information you gather about the Nigerian socio-cultural milieu will inform your reading. Your research will also be integral to class discussions.   

Overview:
Things Fall Apart is set in pre-colonized Nigeria. The main characters are of the Ibo tribe. Do any of you know anything about Nigeria or the Ibo? No? Well, it's time to learn! Before we begin reading Achebe's book, we must learn something about the culture he is writing about. 

I. Colonial History 
The Colonial History and Literature of Nigeria 
1. Trace the identity formation of the Igbo people. How did the tribe come to be? 
The Igbo People - Origins and History
2.  How is the Igbo religion different from you own? Pay specific attention to significant ceremonies (2), the role of the individual, and gods/idols.  

Religion and the Igbo People 

3. How are the laws of the land formulated and enforced? 

Government and Social Structure in Igboland
4. How might Achebe’s use of the Igbo language in tandem with the “language of the colonizer” impact the reader’s understanding of the text? 

Chinua Achebe and the Language of the Colonizer
II. Chinua Achebe
Chinua Achebe 
1. What motivated Achebe to write Things Fall Apart? 

2. Many of the writers that we will encounter this year had purposes for their writing beyond pure entertainment. They used them to evoke social change. How does Achebe’s novel match his political stance?
* Adapted from Ms. Shannon Pine View Schools

